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NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
OBJECT 


States to the Equal Rights ‘Treaty. 
proposed Equality 


THE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS SsanroAE 


**Art. 1—Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the United 
States and every tte 


‘‘Art. 2—Congress shall have to enforce this article 
: power by appropriate 


Introduced 


Senate— sa Senator Townsend, (Del.) 
Feb 1937, (Senate Joint Ressbetinn No. 65). 


House 77 Representative Ludlow, (Ind.), Jan. 5, 1987, (House 
Joint tion No. 1). 
Present Status 
Senate—Before Judiciary Committee. 
House—Before Judiciary Committee. 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY e. 

Treaty ha al Rights throughout the 
realy men and women ‘shall Bgual Bight 

Signed 


By Ouba, Ecuador, Paraguay, and Uruguay, at Montevideo, De- 
cember, 1933. 


PROPOSED EQUALITY AMENDMENTS TO COVENANT 
OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
‘“The members of e undertake that in their countries 
te to voto sl not be the grou 


a coe e undertake that in their respective co 
ing nationality.’ 


‘*‘The members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 


‘men and women shall have equal rights in all other fields.’’ 


**The members of the League that there shall be both men and 


women, with full voting powers, in all delegations to the Council and As- 

sembly of the League and to all Conferences under the auspices of the 

League.’’ 
Present Status 


On agenda of the September, 1987, Assembly of the League of 
Nations. i 


that is unsu 


Senator Burke, (Neb.), 


Amelia Earhart, Ardent Feminist 


AMELIA EARHART, that ardent young feminist 
who sees no obstacles to women in any field 
merely because they are women, and who, on June 1 
of this year, raised the nose of her plane high in the 


air and, like Lindbergh and other dauntless pioneers, . 


set off over land and sea to make aviation history in 
circling the globe in a hazardous flight, believes equal- 
ity between men and women of vital importance. 

In writing to a woman lawyer some time ago, Miss 
Earhart said: “The whole subject is one in which I 
am deeply interested. I believe women’s changing 
status will have great effect on future economic pro- 
cesses. In fact, it may be as potent cause of social 
change as any single factor—whether women are 
aware or not.” 

Referring to the — situation in the state of 
which she wrote, she said: “The wage situation is also 
illuminating. Though a woman performs the labor of 
running the boarding house, the income is the hus- 
band’s—if the house is his. This is as unsound as if 
the situation were reversed and the woman should 


- acquire ownership of her husband’s house, because 


she caused it to produce income.” 

Speaking of what she termed “so-called protective 
laws for women, which limit hours, wages and type 
of work,” she deplored the discriminations. 

Her ability proven, her courage unchallenged, 
Amelia Earhart has made a contribution to aviation 
. So-called protective laws could 
have deprived the world of this contribution. All 
women will not fly oceans. Neither will all men. Free- 
dom, not restriction, makes for progress. If you would 


stunt mental and physical growth—apply restriction. 


Simple Statement of Principle 


he WOULD be considered not only unwise but posi- 
tively foolish, to say nothing of futile, to build a 
house on the sands of the beach while the tide is out, 
knowing full well that the tide will return. 

For seventeen years women have endeavored to 
remove—state by state—laws discriminating against 
them. The incoming tide of legislative bodies meeting 
at frequent intervals has often engulfed them, sweep- 
ing away their gains. Each time they have started 
from the beginning to regain what they have lost, 
knowing that each victory is secure only until the leg- 
islative body reconvenes. 

Women are citizens of the United States. Citizens 
are supposed to have certain rights, but the suffrage 
amendment, enfranchising them, was merely a pre- 
liminary to the Equal Rights Amendment, guarantee- 
ing to them rights enjoyed by other citizens. The 
latter is the logical sequence to the former. 

Democracy in its true sense does not differentiate 
between citizens. Men, who are by no means equal 
physically or mentally one with the other, are equal 
under law. Women, who, as citizens, bear precisely 
the same relation to each other and to men as do men, 
are not equal under law. 

The state by state method of abolishing discrimin- 
atory laws is futile. Men did not trust to this method. 
Women know from experience that it will not work. 
The proposed Equal Rights Amendment fixes the 


status of women as citizens in the Constitution, where 
such rights are guaranteed men. It is the only place 
these rights are fixed with any degree of permanence. 

Is it not only just but common sense to abandon a 
method that is impossible, for a simple statement of 
principle in the fundamental law of the land? 
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World W. C. T. U. Adopts Equality Resolution 


“WE COMMEND the 
action of the League 
of Nations in placing on the 
agenda for September, 1937, 
Assembly a proposal to in- 
corporate in the League Covenant an Amendment for 
a sm | of rights for men and women.” The World 

omen’s Christian Temperance Union in the sixteenth 
triennial convention held in Constitutional Hall, Wash- 
ington, D. C., adopted this resolution on June 8, 1937. 


The League of Nations action inspiring the resolu-_ 
tion was that of F raged on the agenda of the Assembly’ | 


for September year a proposal to incorporate in 
the League Covenant an Amendment for equality read- 
ing: 


_ “The Members of the League undertake that 
‘in their respective countries the right to vote shall 
not be denied or abridged on account of sex. 
“The Members of the League undertake that in 
their respective countries there shall be no dis- 
tinction based on sex in their law and practice re- 


garding nationality. 


“The Members of the League undertake that 


in their respective countries men and women shall 


have equal rights in all other fields. 

“The Members of the League undertake that 
there shall be both men and women, with full vot- 
ing powers, in all delegations to the Council and 
Assembly of the League and to all Conferences 
under the auspices of the League.” 


Commenting upon the above resolution ado by 
the World W. C. T. U., Mrs. Ella A. Boole, world pres- 
ident, said: “We are very happy to take this action 
as we feel that it is a forward-looking program.” 

Mrs. Boole, who now heads the World W. C. T. U., 
with a membership totaling approximately 1,000,000, 
previously served for nine years as national president 
of the W. C. T. U. in the United States. 


International organizations which have endorsed the 

Equality Amendment to the Covenant ofthe 
gue of Nations are the International Council of 

Women, the Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom, Inter American Commission of Women, 
Equal Rights International, All Asian Conference of 
Women, Woman’s World Committee Against War and 
Fascism, Woman’s Organization for World Order, the 
Woman’s Party, International Committee, Woman’s 
Research Foundation and Pilot International 
. An event of the week was a tea given by the National 
Woman’s Party in the garden of Alva Belmont Hou 
to which were invited the international, national a 
local executive committees and delegates and visitors 
from other lands. | 

Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, national secretary of the 
Woman’s Party, was chairman of the fete and re- 


SIXTEENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION COM. éi 
‘MENDS THE ACTION OF LEAGUE 
OF NATIONS 


Alice Paul, of the National 
Council and International 
Relations Committee, Wo- 
| man’s Party, just home 
from Geneva; Mrs. Ella A. Boole, world pres sane 
W. C. T. U.; Ida B. Wise Smith, of Chicago, natio 
a and convention hostess for the United States; 

rs. Evelyn Strang, Agnes E. Slack, C. 
Munns and Lady Aurea Macleod, of London, England; 
Mrs. W. T. G. Brown, of Canada, and other national 
and international o 


The beautiful garden of Alva Belmont House pre- 
sented a colorful scene, visitors from thirty-five coun- 
tries, many of them in native costume, in a variety of 
vivid hues, mingling with those attired in the modern 
garden party frocks to which Washington is accus- 
tomed. The gathering was a significant one, bringing 
together as it did women of many lands united in inter- 
ests. One might well have thought that it was a 
meeting of a feminine league of nations. 


_ In charge at the beautifully decorated tea table with 

its silver service that once belonged to Clara Barton, 
founder of the Red Cross, was Mrs. Louis Ludlow, wife 
of the Indiana Congressman, who introduced the Equal 
Rights Amendment in the House of Representatives. 
Pouring tea during the afternoon were Mrs. Ralph O. 
Brewster, Mrs. Reed, of New York; Mrs. Lloyd Thurs- 
ton, Mrs. U. S. Guyer, Mrs. Meeks, Mrs. C. A. Fuller, 
wives of members of Congress. 


An artistic program of vocal and instrumental music, 
arranged by Miss Ethel Reed was presented by Flora 
McGill Keefer, contralto; Katherine Warren, contralto; 
Grace Powell, violinist, and Lyman McCrary, pianist. 


Senator and Mrs. Guy M. Gillette, of Iowa, were 
among the members of the Congressional set present. 


Among the distinguished guests were Mrs. Ella A. 
Boole, Brooklyn, N. Y., International president; Ida 
B. Wise Smith, Chicago, Ill., and Evelyn Strang, Aus- 
tralia, international vice-presidents; Agnes E. Slack, 
London, England, and Mrs. W. T. G. Brown, Canada, 
honorary secretaries; Margaret C. Munns, Evanston, 
Ill., honorary treasurer; Mrs. J. Forrester-Paton, Scot- 
land; Mrs. C. T. Gauntlett, Japan, international advi- 
sory committee; Izora Scott, Peace and International 
Arbitration Department, Washington, D. C.; Mrs. Shil- 
ston Watkins, head of the British Section ; Lady Aurelia 
Mcleod, of England; Mrs. Helmi Maelo, of Estonia, 
editor of the Estonian Woman, and many other dele- 
gates from the far corners of the earth. 


Doris Stevens, chairman of the Inter-American Com- 


mission of Women, was present and with her was Made- . 


line Sylvain, member of the Inter American Commis- 
sion representing Haiti, where she is also president of 


the Women’s League for Social Action. 


Secretary Frances Perkins Opposes Sex Basis For Wages 


In a prepared statement issued to the press for re- 
lease June 4, in connection with her appearance before 
joint hearings of the Senate Committee on Education 
and Labor and the House of Representatives Commit- 
tee on Labor, relative to the Fair Labor Standards Bill 
of 1987, Secretary of Labor Frances Perkins said: 

“While the bill does not differentiate between men 


and women employees there is sufficient latitude given 
to the Board to subject it to considerable pressure to 
establishing different minima for men and women. It 


might be desirable, therefore, to incorporate a provision 


in Sec. 5 which would make it certain that the minimum 
wage should be established on the basis of occupation 
and not on the basis of sex.” 
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KNOW of nothing that 
gives me greater satis- 
faction than to read the 


THE WOMEN OF MEXICO, BY THEIR HARD 
WORK, HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT 


lunch at the American Em- 
by the Ambassador 


and Mrs. Josephus Daniels. 


words “Inter American Other guests were Dr. and 
Commission of Women” in By Anna Kelton Wiley Mrs. ig (Dr. Puig is 
gold- letters above a door former Minister of Foreign 
to a room in the Pan-Amer- affairs but now Mexican 
ican Union Building in Ambassador to Brazil) ; 
Washington, D. C. @.EDITOR’S NOTE: Just as in the spring, Mrs. Harvey W. | Senor Rocos, Ambassador 
These words betoken a Wiley (Anna Kelton Wiley), on the trip to Mexico City, had from Brazil; Senor S. 
great inspiration and a tre- the pleasure of contacting the Inter American Commissioner Viadeur, Ambassador from 


mendous amount of hard 
work from 1923 to the 
— time. They recall 
. Maximo Soto Hall, who 
at the fifth Pan-American 
Congress in 1928 made the 
motion that the study of 
the juridical rights of 
women be taken up. They 
recall the courage of that . 
little band of women, led b 
Doris Stevens at the s 
Pan American Congress in 1928, when the Commis- 
sion was created, and they remind us of the splendid 
devoted work of a pon, ago of women during the 
five-year period under Miss Stevens, who prepared the 
reports on the status of women in the twenty-one 
American ublics, and who presented these reports 
to the seventh Pan American Congress when the work 
of the Commission was made permanent. 

Of course all these successful happenings pre-sup- 
pose the us collaboration of broad-minded 
statesmen from many of the nations of this hemi- 
ere. I suppose no words will ever give me a greater 


America. 


rill than these words, “Inter American Commission 


of Women,” until after adoption of the Equal Rights 
Amendment to the Constitution when I can look up 
and read above the entrance to the United States 
Supreme Court the words, “Equal justice under the 
law,” and know that re | are actually true. At this 
time, those words, so of promise, have not been 
fulfilled. 

And so it was on a trip to Mexico City this spring, 
the kindly hand of the Inter American Commission 
i Women stretched out and made the way pleasant 

me. 

On April 24 I left Washington to attend the Council 


meeting of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs — 


in Tulsa, Okla., and to take a conference Bod. to 
Mexico City. With a party of clubwomen I ved 
there on May 8. 

We were met at the station by Senora Margarita 
Robles de Mendoza and her husband. Senora Mendoza 


is the Inter American Commissioner from Mexico. It 


was nearly midnight, but Senor and Senora Mendoza 
took us for a lovely first view of this remarkable city 

- by moonlight. Later in the week they took members 
of the party to view the wonderful Pyramids of 
Teotihuacan and the lovely mon of Tepozotlan. 
The next morning I was called upon by a representa- 
tive of the Government, Senor Eduardo Infante, Dpto. 
de Turismo de la Sria de Gobernacion. Tourists are 
an important asset to many countries today and 
Mexico, too, is conscious of the importance of this 
golden stream. I was asked to be photographed and 
to write an article for the newspapers, which I did. 
The article was printed in La Prensa of May 8. 


On May 6 I the pleasure of being invited to 


from Mexico, so while visiting Cuba, Panama and Costa Rico 
in 1936 she had the pleasure of meeting the commissioners of 
each of these countries. All these pleasant and helpful contacts 
were made in advance by Miss Doris Stevens, Chairman of the 
Inter American Commission of Women, with headquarters in 
the Pan American Union in Washington, D. C. In a subse- 
quent Rights will present to its readers excerpts 
from the speech made by Mrs. Wiley during her stay in Mexico, 
together with the message of Cuca Garcia to women of North Lady 

nae Miss Sarah Osio, formerly 


hand. Several Indian men an 


Guatemala; Mr. and Mrs. 
P. L. Boale (Mr. Boale is 
Counsellor to the American 
Embassy), and Mr. and 
Mrs. Josephus Daniels, Jr. 


On the same day I was 
entertained at tea at the 
Baltimore Inn by 


secretary to the Mexican 
- Ambassador in Buenos 
| Air a friend of Miss 
Stevens, who invited Mrs. C. S. McLaughlin, Miss Lena 
Strackbein and Miss Betty Kirk to meet me. 


On May 10, the day I left Mexico City by the 10 

of the Frente Unica Pro Derechos de la Mujer, 
ed by Senora Mendoza. About twenty-five women 

thered together, among them being Carolina 

rs. Evelyn Rigby Moore, of Balboa Heights, C 
Zone, and Mrs. Cuca Garcia. One little Indian woman 
walked a long distance to the meeting onras an 
infant on her back and me another child by the 
Senor Mendoza also 
were present. I ok with Senora Mendoza trans- 
lating, and then Mrs. Garcia replied and Senora Men- 
doza translated her remarks into English for me. 

In view of the fact that the president of Mexico is 
a very enlightened man with very broad views it does 
not appear to me that the fight of the women of Mexico 
for the vote will be a long one. That view was fr 
expressed to me by the extremely intelligent Engli 
speaking guide who drove us to many of the lovely 
spots we visited during the week we were there. 


The article appearing in La Prensa follows: 

“Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, Past President and now Di- 
rector of the Federation of Women’s Clubs of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and also President of the Women’s 
City Club of Washington, D. C., is visiting Mexico Ci 
with three other federated clubwomen, Mrs. Fred G. 
Kent, of the Women’s Club of Melbourne Beach, Flor- 
ida; Mrs. Edw. Munz, of the Social Culture Club of 
Milwaukee, Wis., and Mrs. Leland Miller, President of 
the Ginter Women’s Club of Richmond, Va. They are 
visiting Mexico City following a convention of the 
General Federation of Women’s Clubs held in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

“The four ladies are staying with Senora Elizabeth 
Curtiss de Cervantes and thoroughly enjoying their 
stay in Mexico City. They are enthusiastic over the 
flowers, the scenery, the beauty of the city and the 
kindness of the people. ! 

“Mrs. Wiley was one of those American women who 
worked so hard to get the vote in the United States. 
It took the women of the United States 72 years to 


(Continued on Page 88) 
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Speakers Of Note Urge Equal Rights 


PEECHES by Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, of Del- 
aware, former National Chairman, National Wo- 
man’s Party, Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, Democratic 
National Committeewoman for Pennsylvania and Con- 
gressman Ramspeck, of Georgia, were among the high- 
hts of the Conference held in Atlantic City at Hotel 
Claridge, June 5-6 by members of Woman’s Party 
and Virginia, 


branches of Pennsylvania, Marylan 


and the Government Workers Council. 


and pointed out the necessity for its passage. 

Congressman Rams spoke on the status of the 
Celler bill providing for the repeal of Section 213 of 
the Economy Act, under which so many women in 
government employ lost their jobs. While he stated 
that the position of the bill was favorable, he expressed 
the opinion that it would be letters from constituents 
of members of Congress that would bring about actual 
passage of the bill, and urged proponents of the meas- 
ure to renew their efforts in order that members of 
Congress might hear from “back home.” 

Mrs. Miller spoke of the injustice of Section 213 and 
said : “If there had been an Equal Rights amendment 
in the Constitution of the United States, there would 
have been no section 213.” Mrs. Miller, who has just 
returned from a speaking tour in which she addressed 
several regional conferences of women of the Demo- 
cratic Party, told of the growing interest in Equal 
Rights amo — women everywhere and stressed the 
importance of women concentrating on the proposed 
amendment as the best means of ss away with 
present existing discriminatory laws and making se- 
cure the future status of women as citizens. 

An ardent advocate of the Equal Rights Amendment, 


Mrs. Miller dealt with the underlying principle of the . 


amendment and told of the practical effect its — 
would have upon the country as well as women. She 
spoke of the justice of the demand of women for equal- 
ity and pointed out the futility of securing this justice 
through state action inasmuch as each legislature od 
pag away all previous gains and discriminate 


Mrs. Hilles spoke at a luncheon meeting the first 
day of the conference, Congressman Ramspeck and 
Mrs. Miller being speakers at the banquet that night. 

Mrs. Channing Ward, of Richmond, Va., and Miss 
Sophie Nordenholz, of Baltimore, Md. spoke on the 
banquet program, Mrs. Ward’s subject being “From 
the Sidelines,” and Miss Nordenholz telling something 
of the life of Margaret Brent, famous in Colonial days 
in Maryland as a counsellor at law. A recommendation 
was made that the Post Office be asked to issue a com- 
memorative postage stamp in 1938, as one of the epi- 
sodes of the celebration of the tercentenary of her 
landing in this country. 

Mrs. Edwina Avery, presiding at the banquet, in- 
troduced Mrs. Edith Houghton Hooker, who spoke 
briefly on the subject of the evening and after paying 
a tribute to Mrs. Avery, with appropriate words intro- 
duced the other speakers. 

Mrs. Wesley Johnson, of the Atlantic City branch, 
presided and extended the welcome to the visitors. Dr. 
Margaret Hudson, of Philadelphia, spoke on “The 
part women play in endeavoring to maintain peace.” 
Helen Elizabeth Brown, of Baltimore, Md., presided at 
the closing luncheon of the conference on Sunday, June 
6, the speakers including Mrs. Roy K. Flanagan, of Rich- 
eu Va., Mrs. _— B. Withron, of New York, 


Mrs. Hilles, a member of the Woman’s Party Na- 
tional Council spoke on the Equal Rights Amendment, 


a 40-hour work week or a minimum wage 


regard to sex. 


and Mrs. Rose Zetzer and Miss Ruth Hudnut, of Bal- 


Business meetings were held both mornings and the 
first afternoon. Dr. Arabel W. Clark, conference chair- 
resided. Mrs. Victor Dulac, of Maryland, con- 
ducted a round-table discussion Saturday morning on 
“Effect of Equal Rights Amendment on Present Sta- 
tutes,” many members participating. Another round- 
table on OAD he Hqual roaches to Women’s Organizations in Be- 
by Lois of the Equal Rights Amendment,” was conducted 
an ae ae the speakers at the business meetings were 
Mrs. Ellis A. Schnabel, of Philadelphia, conference 
chairman of the Susan B. Anthony stamp committee; 


timore. 


Helen Hunt West, editor of Equal Rights; Sara B. 


Cummi Chairman Pennsylvania branch; Rose 
Zetzer, timore, Md.; Mrs. Elsie Graff, Richmond, 
Va.; Mrs. Mary Laws, President Atlantic City Busi- 


ness and Professional Women’s Club; Mrs. Lucretia 


Mott Franklin and others. 

Resolutions were adopted commending the work in 
the international field being accomplished by Alice 
Paul, Mrs. Lola Maverick Lloyd and Mrs. Abbey Scott 
Baker, of the International Relations Committee, Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, through the headquarters in 
Geneva and pledging active support. It was pointed 
out that through efforts of this group and their asso- 
ciates the question of equality had been placed upon 
the agenda of the League of Nations and that since 
they began work in Geneva, no action of a i 


tory nature had been taken. 


Other resolutions pledged continued and increased 
active support of the Equal Rights Amendment and 
commended the reported stand of the President in 
urging that minimum wage legislation be for both men 
and women rather than for women only. 


Clab Protests Discrimination 


The following resolution adopted by the Colorado 
eetoas Woman’s Club was secured through the 
rts of Mrs. Lillian H. Kerr, Chairman of the legis- 
lative committee of the Colorado branch, National 
Woman’s Party, one of the most ardent feminists in 
the suffrage and equal ri ghts campaigns: 

WHEREAS, The Woman’s Club has endorsed the 
posed Equal Rights Amendment to the Federal 
stitution and stands for Equality in Labor legislation 

Now, therefore, we protest against the ee ° of 
w whi 
applies to women alone. Such legislation, in 
discriminates against woman and is a menace to her 
economic security. 

So-called “protective” legislation “protects” women 
out of their jobs, because employers will choose work- 
ers who are not prohibited by law from working over 
time when necessary and will refuse to pay women a 
bi fixed by law, when men offer to work for less. 

labor legislation should apply to workers without 


Minnesota Federation Endorses 


At a recent meeting the Minnesota Federation of 
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs endorsed the 
proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitu- 
tion, adding one more to Moa growing list of state fed- 


erations actively joining the campaign for equality. 
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Mary Anderson Reveals Women’s Bureau Policy 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF 
LABOR 
WOMEN’s BUREAU 
WASHINGTON 


May 15, 1937. 


Mrs. HELEN HUNT WEST, 
_ Editor Equal Rights, — 
144 B Street, N. E. 
Washington, D. C. 
My dear Mrs. West: 
Enclosed you will find a 
copy of my letter to Mrs. 
Helen R. Bittermann, in 
answer to her letter to me 
of April 16th. 
Inasmuch as Mrs. Bitter- 
mann’s letter received full 


ublicity in EQUAL RIGHTS 
dt ae answer was received, I would ask that I be 


President Roosevelt. 


Bittermann., 


accorded equal privilege and that you publish my 


answer in full. 
Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Mary ANDERSON, Director. 

| June 9, 1987. 
HELEN HUNT WEST, 
Editor Equal Rights, 
Washington, D. C. 
My dear Mrs. West: 

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter from Miss 


Anderson of the Women’s Bureau, in reply to my 
letter to her printed in EQUAL RIGHTS, May 1, and my 
reply to her letter. ey 
nasmuch as you printed my communication to Miss 
Anderson, I should appreciate it if the two letters 
could also find a place in the columns of EQUAL RIGHTS. 
Faithfully yours, 


(Signed) HELEN ROBBINS BITTERMANN. 


U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


WOMEN’sS BUREAU 
WASHINGTON 


Mrs, HELEN R. BITTERMANN, 
1259 W. Sixth Avenue, — 
Columbus, Ohio. 


My dear Mrs. Bittermann: 
I am glad to take this opportunity to explain briefly 


May 7, 1937. 


two matters suggested by your letter of April 16; first, — 


the method used by the Women’s Bureau in 
wage and employment studies, and second, the source 
of the employment data presented in Bulletin No. 145 
—Special Study of Wages Paid to Women and Minors 
in Ohio Industries Prior and S$ uent to the Ohio 
Minimum Wage Law for Women and Minors. 

The Women’s Bureau being an official organization, 
bases its wage reports entirely on wage, hour and 
- employment data copied by its own agents from the 
payroll records of establishments surveyed, or upon 
the official reports of other branches of the Federal 
government or of State departments. The Bureau 
never uses the questionnaire method of securing wage 
and employment data, and gives not the slightest 


@ EDITOR’S NOTE: The May 1 issue of Equal Rights car- 
ried a letter addressed by Helen Robbins Bittermann, of Colum- 
bus, Ohio, to Mary Anderson, director of the Women’s Bureau, 
United States Department of Labor in which Mrs. Bittermann 
pointed out the disastrous effect of minimum wage for WOMEN 
ONLY in Ohio. She stated that the result of her investigation 
in her home state was contrary to the result reported in certain 
bulletins issued by the department. In concluding, Mrs. Bitter- 
mann declared that it seemed “archaic to press for legislation 
for women only” at a time when the advanced labor thought 
' of the country is approving protective legislation for men and 
women and when such thought has received the approbation of 


Equal Rights takes pleasure in presenting the complete 
correspondence at the request of both Miss Anderson and Mrs. — 


recognition to data so col- 
lected by unofficial and non- 

technical organizations. 
All industrial investiga- 
tors with scientific and 
ractical training know 
t a large proportion of 


the employers in any indus- 
try keep v inadequate 
records, and that relatively 


few preserve records for so 
long as a year. It is difficult 
to imagine anything more 
unscientific or more worth-' 
less than the replies that 
such employers could give 
to a questionnaire asking 
how many women they em- 
ployed two or 

ago, as compared wi e 
number they employ today. Except for a very few, 
such replies in most industries would be nothing more 
than guesswork, and, therefore, totally unacceptable 
to any scientific investigator. 

Although individual firms do not us keep for 
long old wage and employment records, such data cur- 
rently co by governmental agencies are pre- 
served as public records. The Women’s Bureau in 

reparing Bulletin 145 secured the data used from two 

tate departments, the Ohio Division of Labor Statis- 
tics and the Ohio Division of Minimum Wage, both 
of the De ent of Industrial Relations of that 
State. Table XX on page 75, to which you refer, was 
compiled from data submitted to the Ohio Division 
of Labor Statistics. This fact is clearly stated in the 
footnote below the table on page 75, but was apparently 
overlooked by you. | 

The ideal Pua for comparing the number and pro- 
portion of women employed in an industry before and 
after a wage order, would be, of course, employment 
in all firms which operated during both periods. If 
such a complete study is impractical, it is evident that 
identical firms for the two periods must be chosen for 
the comparison. It means nothing whatever that a 
certain 50 firms employed so many women in 1933, and 
that another 50 firms employed so many women in 
1936. Nor does the comparison of the number of 
women employed by an unequal number of firms dur- 

the two periods have any significance. 

: e Women’s Bureau endeavored to secure as broad 
a base for this gee pe Sot comparison as possible. 
The Ohio Division of Minimum Wage included 173 dry 
cleaning establishments in its original study made in 
1933 to determine the need for a minimum wage order. 
Only 114 of these could be traced through later records 
of the Minimum Wage Division, and, therefore, used 
for the comparison. The Women’s Bureau turned, 
therefore, to the Ohio Division of Labor Statistics to 
find a larger number of identical firms for which em- 
ployment data for periods before and after the wage 
order were available. | | 

Employment records were available in this office 
for 207 identical dry cleaning establishments, and for 
62 identical firms doing both laundry and dry clean- 
ing (a total of 269 firms), for a period in 19383 before 
the order went into effect, and for a period following 
the order. The latest date following the order for 
which data were available, at the time the Women’s 

Bureau made its study, was 1934. The month of 
November was chosen because business in the dry 
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cleaning industry tends to be-at a peak at that time. 
On account of the great variation in employment in 
this industry throughout the year, it is essential in 
comparing employment from year to year that figures 
for the same month be chosen. The results of this study 
are presented on pages 58 and 59 of Bulletin 145, and 
in Table XX, page 75, and show that the actual num- 
ber and proportion of women employed increased after 
the wage order. 

Individuals may differ in their opinions about what 


_ constitute benefits to industrial women. But as long 


as wage orders result in increases of 36 percent in 
women’s median hourly earnings (Bulletin 145, page 
55), and as long as only women of leisure and of the 
not industrial women, about 

iscrimination under minimum wage laws, and unti 
scientific evidence has been produced to prove that 
substantial numbers of women permanently lose their 
jobs as a result of wage orders, the Women’s Bureau 
will continue to advocate minimum wage legislation 
for industrial women who so sorely need it, and for 
men if they want it, and can get it. 


Yours very truly, 
(Signed) MARY ANDERSON, | 


| June 4, 1937. 
Miss MARY ANDERSON, Director, 

The Women’s Bureau 

U. S. Department of Labor, 

Washington, D. C. 


My dear Miss Anderson: 


Almost a month has passed since your courteous 
letter of May 7, replying to mine of April 16, was 
delivered to me. Please accept my apologies for the 
overlong interval. 

Your letter is apparently based on two main points: 

criticism of the questionnaire method of securing data 
and explanation in defense of the methods used in 
compiling the report of the Women’s Bureau on the 
working of Ohio’s minimum wage law (no. 145). 
- Being cognizant of the problems of statistical 
analysis, I am the first to concede that the question- 
naire is not an ideal way of securing information. 
It is very difficult to secure a true random sample. In 
the case in question, over half of the employers reply- 
ing had been paying the minimum wage or better prior 
to the establishment of the rate and so were not 
affected one way or the other. Despite this fact, a com- 
parison of the number of women employed showed 
a high percentage of dismissals. 

You say that the Women’s Bureau never uses the 
questionnaire method. Nevertheless, bad as it may be, 
both the U. S. Department of Labor and the De 
ment of Commerce are cooperating to establish an 
index of employment, under the direction of very able 
statisticians. They use the questionnaire method ex- 
clusively. There are some times when it is the only 
method ible. 

You say that the Bureau never uses data col- 
lected by unofficial and non-technical organizations. 
There is no reason war Bureau should do so. At 
the same time, may I observe that the official stamp is 
not indicative of a monopoly of valid statistical 
method. It might be conceivable that data secured as 
to the enforcement of a law by the same department 
enforcing it might be subject to certain criticisms, 
even though the department were official. 

However, I have no wish to quibble. I am the first 
to admit the weaknesses in data secured voluntarily 
from employers. I also understand the disadvantages 
under whi your Bureau was laboring in using the 


material supplied by the Ohio Bureau of Labor Statis- 
tics, whose reports are not drawn up to facilitate 
investigations such as you and I are interested in. 
However, were they ideal, in this case they would still 
be irrelevant. 


A comparison of figures for November, 1933, and 


_ November, 1934, has no bearing on a law which be- 


came mandaory the following January. Bad as my 
information is, it is at least relevant as to the interval 


- involved. This is a point on which your letter did not 


touch. 
Your last sentence contains this phrase: “as long as 


~ only women of leisure and of the professions, not in- 


dustrial women, complain about sex discrimination 
under minimum wage laws ... the Women’s Bureau 


_ will continue to advocate minimum wage legislation for 


industrial women who so sorely need it, and for men 


if they want it, and can get it.” 


May I congratulate you on the last phrase “and for 
men...”. is is apparently a departure from the 
attitude formerly evinced by the Women’s Bureau on 
this point, and the National: Woman’s Party is in com- 
plete accord with you on it. 


. However, I am grieved to see the concept of “class 


struggle” injected into a question where it has no 
place. Scientific investigation requires a _ training 
which unfortunately is not usually possible for indus- 
trial women to acquire. Ideally, it should be free of 
class prejudice. I realize that in the social sciences 
such a or approach is difficult, but at least 
it is a goal which should not be wilfully relinquished. 
Be that as it may, your assumption that professional 
women are not to be granted a voice in the determina- 
tion of policies affecting industrial women is unfortu- 
nate, for it automatically excludes a rtion of 
your own staff, several of whom I have known as 
fellow-graduate students and for whom I have respect. 
I trust that you have greater faith in their abilities 
than your phrase implies. | 
Faithfully yours, 
(Signed) HELEN ROBBINS BITTERMANN. 


For Equal Rights 
The New Jersey State Federation of Business and 


Professional Women’s Clubs unanimously endorsed the 


Equal Rights Amendment at its convention held at 
New Brunswick May 15. 
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Woman Suffrage In Mexico 


“win the franchise. They began their fight for the vote | 
in 1848 and secured a constitutional amendment in 


1920. During the last eight years of the struggle 218 
women went to prison in their effort to dramatize to 


their government their demand for the right of a citi-... 
zen to vote, Their sole offense. was in picketing the 


White House with banners petitioning the President . 


_ to lead his party in their.behalf. Women of the highest — 
walks of life, university women, professional women, — 
teachers, society women and working women held ban- * 


ners in front of the White.House for.eight months’ 
bearing the words: “Mr. President, how. long must 
women wait for justice.’ When sent to prison many of 
these women went on hunger strikes and when many | 
of them were about to die the President and members 
of Congress realized that justice was: more dear to 


American women than liberty or even life. 'Then it was ~ 


in the year 1918 that a constitutional amendment 


passed the Congress by.a two-thirds vote and was sent 
_ to the states for ratification. 
women in seven of the 21 American republics 


now have the vote,’ said Mrs. Wiley, ‘and I rejoice that 


the recent, Inter American Conference for the mainte- 


nance of Peace iti Buenos Aires on December 19th, 
1936, passed a resolution to the effect that one method 
to secure peace in the women 


Ve 


of the 21 American republics the full measure of civil 
and political rights which they must have in order 
that they can effectively work for peace.’ 


“ ‘Since the world wide depression,’ she went on to 

say, ‘it has become evident that women must earn 
side by side with men. Many women can no longer be 
supported in idleness. Women have always done the 
unpaid work of the world. Remunerative work is not 
sacred to men. Economic warfare between men and 
women is as undesirable as it is unfortunate. For those 
women who have either the inner urge, or the necessity 
to work and earn a living, the opportunity should be 
open, provided the woman possesses the necessary 
qualifications. 


“*To secure this opportunity, it seems to me mani- 
festly important that the. women of this great and 
rich country should be given the vote. Women pay 
taxes and obey the laws and should: have the right to 
elect those who are to ibute the taxes and ad- 
minister the laws. The women of Mexico by their hard 
work have earned the right. Moreover the possession 
of the vote is the finest way I know to train human 
beings in citizenship. To place responsibility upon hu- 
man beings trains them, makes them think and makes 


them finer human beings.’ ’ 


Shakespearean Com edy Artistic 


OVE’S LABOUR LOST,” under the direction of | 


the noted Shakespearean actor and producer, 


‘Wasciee Greet, nephew of the world famous Ben Greet, 


was presented June 8-9 in the garden of Alva Belmont 


House, national headquarters of the National Woman’s | 


Party under the sponsorship of the Woman’s Party. 


Inaugurating a program of the ways and means com- © 


mittee under a national financing. plan of Mrs. 


Pell, national Chairman of the Woman’s Party, the two _ 
delightful evenings of Shakespeare were under the com- 


petent direction of Miss Mildred Curran, chairman of 


the Ways and Means Committee of the District of Co- 


lumbia Branch of the Woman’s Party. It is hoped that 
Woman’ S Party branches throughout the United States 
will join in this national campaign to raise funds for 


the work of the party and will follow the lead of the © 


District Branch in giving benefit performances. 


Staged in an ideal out of door setting in sylvan sur- | 
roundings such as the England of Shakespeare’s day — 


knew, the comedy was given in the United States for 
the first time in fifty years, it was said. 


‘ An adequate cast, well coached and beautifully cos-- 


tumed, re-enacted the sixteenth century play, the scene 


of which is laid in Navarre, France, at the time of | 


Queen Elizabeth of England.» 
Prof. Otto Simon’s Quartette and John R. Boatman 
directed the appropriate program of music. 
Members of the cast included Thomas Enzor, Ed- 


ward A. Finlayson, Theodore Field, Eccles Huff, Theo- — 
dore Freter, Walter Studdiford, Charles Grunwell, Jr., — 


Theodore Smith, John Michael McKnight, R. Hudson 
Wells, Jr., William Milton, Paul Summers, Mary Crow- 
ley, Leila Carrington, Marcella Bertram, Myr! -Rhine, 
Nancy Ordway, Kay Hudson, Blanche Ward, Emily 
Cleveland Davis, Helen Miller, Imogen Green, Mar- 


colmn Trew and Jay Bule. 

Several hundred enjoyed the artistic performances, 
which were preceded each evening by a buffet supper 
served in the garden. 

A number of members of the congressional set were 
in attendance, among them Judge Hatton Sumners, 
chairman of the J udiciary Committee of the House of 
Representatives; Senator Carl A. Hap of New Mex- 
ico, and others of prominence. 

Patrons included: 

Dr. Joseph Q. Adams, Miss Nina Allender, Mrs. Anne 
Archbold, Mrs. Robert L, Bacon, Rep. and Mrs. Sol 
Bloom, Miss Vera Bloom, Senator and Mrs. Dennis 
Chavez, Mrs. Avery Cooniley, Lt. Col..and Mrs. Chas 
C. Cresson, Mrs. Porter H. Dale, Mrs. Emanuel H. Di- 
mitriu, Mrs. Frederic Farrington, Mr. and Mrs. Theo- 
dore Weems Forbes, Mrs. Marie Moore Forrest, Judge 
Henry D. Fruit, Mr. and Mrs. Leander McCormick- 
Goodhart, Mrs. Emmet C. Gudger, Dr. and Mrs, Pau! 
Kaufman, Mrs. Frances Parkinson Keyes, Senator and 
Mrs. Carl A. Hatch, Mrs. William S. Hilles, Dr. and 
Mrs. L. Emmet Holt, Professor and Mrs. Will Hutchins, 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lahey, Mrs. Vachel Lindsay, 
Mrs. Paul Myron Limebarger, Rep. and Mrs. Louis 
Ludlow, Senator and Mrs. Charles McNary, Mr. Lewis 


Lofton Moneyway, Dr. Miriam Mrs. Robert 


Lincoln O’Brien, Miss Alice Paul, Mrs. Stephen Pell, 
Miss Mary Dean te Miss Marie W. Presstman, 
Mrs. Norborne T. Robinson, Mrs. James Brown 
Scott, Mrs. Burton H. Slocum, Miss Doris Stevens, Mrs. 
Andrew Stewart, Miss Dorothea Stillman, Senator and 
Mrs. Millard E. Tydings, Mrs. Norman Underwood, 
Mrs. Richard Wainwright, Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. 
Walker, Mrs. Harvey H. Wiley, Dr. and Mrs. E. V. Wil- 
Cox, Mrs. David L. Wing. 
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